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Mr CLINCMAN WAitl: Mr. Chairman. a wide range
'been takao by thoae gentlemen who have ainbarked
V debate on this bill Anions the subjects diccusse I
iheM i» one greal question diinetly connected iu it*
uon to lb# immediate subject-matter. Before *|>cak-

1 lo the lull itself, I |>r )|>ose lo direct the attention of
.committee lotin* preliminary question. This itVHIun,
it should yaw, will wake a heavy demand on the treas

With our other liabilities we shall almost certainlyL a deficiency of levenue. This is ho generally ad-
tied tbat we have already had belore us proposilions lo

llMe the existing revenue laws, with a view ax the
(1Yfr» allege, of increasing the ninounl derived hy the

duties on imports. It was formerly the practice,
hell an increase of the tanir was attempted, to allow a

ill discussion taifore the House was brought to a vote

the measure. A different mode, however, is now re

iried to by the friends of higher duties. Their proe¬
ms are brought up at a time and in a mode when no

.bate can be had We arc thus required to vote on

euures of the gravest moment, and affecting the vital
wests of the whole country, without one word of ex-

,nation by their friends or of objection by opponents
iball, therefore, in the first pluce, ask the attention of
t committee to tins branch ol the subject, in order that
\t principles which govern my atlum «Nay U MaskaataO-
the House and the conntry.
You well remember, Mr. Chairman, that at the close of
w last session of Conirrese the gentleman from Ohio
dore me [Mr. Vinton] introduced a proposition which,
passed into a law, would have lidded more than a hun¬

ted per cent, to many of the existing taxes, and would
in inertased all ol them. He moved the previous
uestioo, aud bad friends enough to carry it, and thus
ui oil all debate, and brought the House at once to a

tieci vote. The movement, however, notwithstanding
|| the preparation and effort of its friends, failed for the
iini oi two or three votes only
On that occasion 1 was, in connexion with one of my
ulleagues, denounced by a portion of the press, attrihut
«tu improperly no doubt, the defeat of the measure.

Ife were charted with having misrepresented the views
j our party and State. Since then, however, North
jiolina has spoken on the subject through the action of
itr legislature, by a vote uuauimous in one house, and
i,ih but two dissentients in the other. Our position on

hit occasion has been fully sustained. Not only did the
filature impliedly thus denounce that particular propo¬
rtion, but it lias gone so far as to condemn any increase
if duties, and all additional protection to the mining and
uiulacturing interests of the northern States. With
ktgeueral propositions embraced in their resolutions I
til) concur, and shall hold myself ready at ull times to
ntioiain substantially their truth and justice. He¬
aled attempts have been made, Mr. Chairman, to make
ta subject ol the laritl a mere party question. Such
<Dft» have in practice failed to be successful. For ex-
wle: When the taritf act of 1842.often called the
.whig tarifl".was enacted, it was passed with the op-
¦tiliuii of almost the entire South. With the exception
foue or wo gentlemen only, the entire whig and dem-
titic parties of that section were found voting against!
t It was carried, nevertheless, by the joint effort of the
wthern whigs and democia's, embracing most of the
aJ.ag men ol the latter paiiy then in Congress.
When the bill of lS4ti.the present law.was passed,
tectired the vote of a single southern whig.my Iriend
wi Alabama on my right, [Mr. Milliard] Iothei
ir.lfof ls24 and lWs, 1 need hardly say tnat the entire
l<y of the southern delegations were opposed It is
it, however, Mr. Chairman, tbat southern whigs have
dtnded and sustained tariffs, not only for revenue, but
to for protection as an incident, upon certain principles
IIMC IB the debate with Dr. Duncan, of Ohio, while
dtuling the action ol the wtiig party with releience to
Is question, and awaiting that of the northern democ-
ry, and while stating the principles which it seemed to
Nought to govern legislation on this subject, 1 declined
[commit myself to the support of the tariff as it then
nod, as a lermanent measure, aud lelt myself free to
ttelor its modification as I might subsequently think
roper. When questioned three years since by a corn-
tittee appointed by the democratic members of the,
egislatute of Noith Carolina, in relation to the existing
iriff law, 1 not only relused to pledge my self to its

Report, ¦lot cipressed the opinion that it needed modifica-
ion, inii declared my purpose to sanction such changes
si might regaid proper ana necessary at any future day.
lieau|port, Mr. Chairman, heretolore giveu to the taritf
foiicy by the southern statesmen seems to have rested on the
¦iltwiug ground -: In the first place, as 1 had occasion to

;».i? to the attention of the House three years since,
Mt was in tb« convention which formed the federal
mutation a direct bargain between the representatives
mtnoilhtrh and southern Stales. It was agreed that,
iMuiilerauon of the importation ol slaves being |>er-
kuu up lo ibe year lbO>5, of the representation of three-
ktiiol the slaves geneially, and ol tbe delivering up of
>» 1lives.all ol which concessions were made at tbe
SKitatKiti of southern members.they should con-
¦ton their part that the Congress should, in accordance
»tt tbe wishes of tbe North, have tbe power, by a^
ttt majority vote, to pass navigation or tanfl laws
'tin, thierelore, tbe stipulations lor the benefit of the
isrt interest wefe faitblully carried out, we of the
tost* felt that we were under strong obligations on our
Pttousent to such a policy as might be liberal and fair
northern interests, and in some instances even submit-
Kto ructions greatly beyond anything that they could
".oos'iy have claimed.
is the second place, at the time when our protective
Mk> had its origin, we were surrounded and hemmed in
.J tt,t restrictive systems of those nations with which
* hsl ni'isl commercial intercourse. It was deemed,
*reIort, by Mr. Jefferson and others, a wise policy lo
.wtervail tbe oppressive tariffs of foreign countries by
.."story laws within certain limits upon our pait.
uthsUkud place, a was contended that we ought to
f'tiucb encouragement to our manufacturing establish-
**tj during the* earlier stages as might br necessary
'PW them a lair start in the race of competition with

of the world.in the language of Mr. Calhoun,1
'¦Mnsech in "to put them beyond contingency,"' u Mr Clay maintained in 1^33, "to nurse them

'.heir inlancy, and until, having come to manhood,
¦J ®igbt hr able to take care of themselves "

A fourth re.ison relied on in support of the -ysletn was
¦ that we ought to make ourselves sufficiently inde-

nt of foreign nations to be able to produce within
"stives whatever was really necessary to o'tr existence
* comfort as a nation; and hence certain interests oughtfo.iered, even at tbe cost of temporary inconveni-
*c*. until we were sufficiently independent to escape.obal injury by the iiitermption ol frieudly relations
"1 any power.
Hie*® ru»f» of rea«ons embrace substantially the
Unds uvon winch ihe doctrine ol incidKiitai protectionibeei, n--mined al t .<. S..uih I know thatother ar-»»nts have been u*-< J by tbe manufacturer* of the*"!i but the argument in sup|>ort ol the systemus will be fonnd in the main include within

propoaitions How, then, Mr. Chairman, stands
,V"*l,|i|in to-day, tned li\ Ihr-v principles \nd, flirt,lwiutcondition is the slave interest ol the South I 1. not no* intend to revive the diacuieion of tlie ques-*" w!.i"ti < upied the Mne of this House during the*«*»ioti. The friends ol me measure* then enacted*' avoid di»cu»*ion, ami deprecate agitation on theseI«l them hare their way , then, a* far as I am
"filed 1 Khali be ready, however, at any time to*',n Vule any friend ol those measures, hut I am

1*11" wait until the discussion i* thu* opened. It i«
"«iil foi inj |»resent pur|*»ne to nay that, with refer<*U) the legislation over the territory acuimed from't*o, the lull* then passed were, in my judgment, not.'*." 'neriilt claim for them, measure* ol i.nmpromi-f,1 LuUoJ fnrrind<r. In their legal operation they ox-

he «UVH,older* ol the South from the occupation',T*ty loot of that territory. Thia iathe nettled opin-o! every northern member of either party on thi*
» is il»o the opinion of a majority of southern

¦ I do uot mean to say, air, that it is absolutely cer-
"»t -laverj may not get mlo portions of tnat lem

1 I he tsmous ordinance of 17S7 waa not sufficient
lj"nii » niiiiitier of slaves from going into tfie Stale
"inns I his same ordinance and the free constilu-

""-Nate ol Illinois did not prevent its legislature
' 'emoting, and actually pausing by a two-thirds
1 |*('|K)sition *o to change its constitution aa to

'¦'* »Uveholding State Such i* the force and en
Dm nur .latreholding |Kip<ilation that it may penetrnte

wliole (jt |K>rti<><iM ol Ihis t'-mtory, in despite of
'''ortion of Mexican law* and other regulations.

t *»*n to a**ert is, that, according to the legal el-
'hose measures ami the intentions ol a roa|oiity ®f

, l*t««eJ them, the South, as a section, has been
^ V»«' iiiii^i |,nui t|,e occupation <»t that territory

ol the measures in the portion of the
"Jim which I came, do not pretend to justify them.

L '. »ttirm that they are n'U so objectionable in
f|'»r*cier as to authorize revolutionary resistance.

The only issue they ate willing lu join is, that they do
not justify disunion, and that the government wig lit not
to lie overthrown in consequence ol their passage. Theydeclare, too, with the u lino.-1 earnestness, that they will
join us in resitting any further aggression, even at thehazard of a revolution. It is because the cup of our
wrongs ii Ailed to the brim that one single drop will
cause it to run over. We all feel that the action of theNorth upon this subject has not been what we had
a right to expect I here is also just ground forcomplaint in relation to the surrender of fugitiveslaves. Many ol the northern Stales, iiisttad of pars¬ing laws to facilitate the execution of this provisionof the constitution, have aclually placed on their statute-hooks enactments calculated and intended to obMruct theexercise of our light. Looking, therefore, at the recentlegislation on the whole subject of slavery, I cuncur fullyin the decliratiun of the Noilh Carolina legislature (bat
we urc under no obligation to extend additional protec¬tion to the mining and manufacturing interest* of theNorth I am willing to do them justice, but not favors.1 will not consent, for their benefit, to impose greaterburdens on other classes.

Let us look, now, at the second of these reasons It is
well known that <Jre«t Britain. who?e commerce with
us gieally exceeds that vl any other nation.has, within
a few years past, essentially modified and greatly ic
duced her impositions on our productions. Tho rate of
her duties seldom exceeds ten per cent, where ours is
thirty. VVe aie told, however, from time to time, that
to prevent the consumption of tobacco among iter sub
>j«cU, ah* mipoae« n heavy duty on that article, mid
therefore we ought to retaliate by imposing a similar ex¬
orbitant rate. ." But one swallow does not make n sum¬
mer." This is the exception, not the rule. .According to
such logic, because she admits our cotton free of duty.of
inoro importance even than tobacco to us.we ought to
admit all her productions likewise free. Comparing her
tariff' with ouis, as a whole, it is vastly lower. It cannot
be pretended, therefore, that additional duties should be
imposed by us with a view to retaliation, our existing
lates already being greater than tlio<e of most of the na¬
tions with which we trade. As they are generally adopt¬ing our free-trade notions, is it wise in us to seek to
drive them back to the restrictive systems of former
times ?
We are now brought to the consideration of the third

of these grounds, viz : the policy of protecting our manu¬
factures during their infuncy. The system of high duties
began with the war of lblvi, and has been continued bythe successive tariff acts down to the present time. Duringthis entire period, with the exception of less than two
years immediately preceding the passage of the act of

when the rates went down to'in per cent , the du¬
ties on most of the protected articles have ranged from 30
to more than toO percent. In a word, for a period of
nearly forty years, our manufactures have enjoyed the
advantage of a protection of J(J per cent, and upwards.Can they be now fairly regarded as inlant establishment ?
Ought they not now, with the aid of HU per cent duties,
and the additional advantage which they derive from the
cont of the importation ol foreign articles, to be able to
sustain themselves? If they cannot, ought we to giveadditional bounties, in the language of Mr. Webster, in
his speech in th'24, "to suppoit a business which will
not sup|>ort itself I"

I a Unit the soundness ol the doctrine of protection this
far. ft by fostering any sjucies of industry for a reason¬
able period, even at some expense to other interests, youca'tenable ii to susrain itself against fair competition, the
policy is allowable. By thus diversifying the pursuitsof our people, we advance the general interest. No one
will question that the existence ol manufacturing estab¬
lishments is advantageous to a couulry; but it is equallyclear that any branch of business which, after beingnursed bv bounties for a long while, is never nble to
'.taud competition, ought to be abandoned. At any late,
I am not disposed to go beyond the existing high rate of
duties to bolster up such establishment*. Wete we to
do so, it is obvious that we should inflict greatrr injury
on other interests than we should confer benefits on the
favored.
Ah respects the fourth reason. I need hardly say that the

United Stales have already made *uch advances in every
species of industry as to nuke tliem independent of all
the world. Were we surrounded by a wall, sa a- to
have our intercourse with the rest of mankind inter¬
rupted, we should suffer no serious inconvenience.
Every variety of manufacturing industry is rapidly dif¬
fusing itself throughout the entire country. North Caro¬
lina, Ipr example, is not regarded as a manufacturingSlate to any extent; jet they assure me thai the locomo¬
tives for railroads made there are ijuite equal to any that
can he obtained abroad. Of her capacity to produce,however, I shall speak presently.We have thus, Mr. Chairman, rapidly glanced over the
arguments usually reported to to sustain our tanfl«, as
far as they have beer, incidentally protective. Whatever
may have been he force of these reasons formerly, they
are now entitled to no weight whatever. We may now
examine this whole question upon iis proper merits, in¬
dependently of all such extraneous consideration*. At
the last session, 1 felt* rn)self free to act upon this ques-
tion, with reference solely to the present and the future.
I jxO|K)M, in the first place, sir, to take some nouce ol the
position* of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr.Hampton,] who spoke some lime since in lavor of layingadditional duties on such foreign productions as come in
competition with our own manufactures. He discussed
especially the iron and coal interes's. In this he has fol¬
lowed the example of the advocatesof high duties gsn-
eially, who seein to suf>|>aee that they can make their1
strongest point with reference to iron, and therefore place
it in the foreground of the argument If 1 shall he able
to show that they fail u|khi this, the |»oini selected by them
as their strongest, 1 shall have accomplished a part of my
present purpose. The argument of the gentleman, and
those who argue with him, is substantially Oiis: Admitting
that the raw materials out of which iron is made.to wit,
ore, coal, he.can be hail at as cheap a rate in the Uni¬
ted Stales as elsewhere, he affirms that the labor cm-

ployed constitutes nine-tenths of the cost of making
iron, and that this, the main element in its production, is
four tunes as cheap in Greet Britain as it is in the United
Slates; that the British capitalists, therefore, can ob-
lam as much labor lor \tu or 3£ cents |«r day as the
American manufacturer can get for one dollar. He
asks, therefore, that such a dutv he imposed upon the
foreign article as will make it as dear as American iron,
produced by laborers who receive the above high rate of
wages I legret that the gentleman did not slate at wlut
price per ton the Pennsylvania iron-masters would un¬
dertake to deliver railroad iron in New York, or other
cities on the seaboard. Prom other sources, however,
ant especially the iron conventions, in bis Slate and in
New York, f am of opinion that they would not feel
willing so to deliver ai much less, if any, than 8>'"i per
ton. l/et us suppose, however, that they could afford il
Ml only ^Vi. which is certainly a favorable calculation!
for them Niua-tenths of this co«t is, according to his
own showing, to he set down to the item of labor, being
&ir>.leaving iKS only for the cost of the raw material ;
but, according to his figures, the English manufacturer
will obtain the sanis labor at a cost of only 011 33. Ad¬
ding B-'j for the material, a ton of railroad irou, therc-
fore, could he made in England "for 810 30 In support
of this calculation, too, it may be remarked that the con¬

vention of iron-workers which met at Albany, in the
State of New York, liitle more than a year ago, staled in

their published proceedings that establishments favorably
situated in Great Britain did deliver snch iron on tide¬
water at a cost of from ®I7 to 830 per ion. The usual
price, however, is somewhat higher, and may be com

inoniy set down at 83# to (>er ton There is no

doubt of the fact that, if railroad iton were admitted
free of duty entirely, it could be hat) in our seaport
towns at a coat not above 8't0 per ton. Alter paying the
existing rate of duties, and all the incidental costs of
importation, it is now obtainable at #40.

if a railroad company, therefore, should buy domes¬
tic iron at §.'>0 per ton, instead of the. foreign an isle at

#90, it is obvious that such company would lose 830 on

every ton of iron so bought. Does the manufacturer
gain this sum .' According to the case supposed, and their
own showing, he would in fact realize nothing.being
obliged to pay out fully that amount daring the prodne
lion If it were even conceded that he in this way
cleared #5 per ton, this would be only one-fourth as

mneh as the purchaser would lose. It is obvious, there-
lore, that, boih the seller and the buyer being alike enti¬
tled to our protection and favor, the taking 830 from
one to give the other but #."> would be a losing business
to our countrymen If this be the whole ease, it is ad
milled by everybody that such a policy would be short¬
sighted and ruinous in the extreme. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania, however, says that, while employed in
the production of thiairon, a number ol our laborers (Iml
employment, and are better paid than they could other¬
wise be. He tells us that a turnace capable of making
annually in,<K»0 lone of railroad iron will give support,
including both the workmen and their families, to six
thousand persons But the 10,000 tons of iron are suffl
cient tor a railwul of more than a hundred miles in length;
and everybody knows the expenditure made in construct¬

ing a railroad of that length is greatly more than sufti
cient to «upi>ort this number of persons. The gentleman
says further, however, that such a furnace aft>rda a home

in iikel, and enables this farmer* to gel a better pno« fur
their pruUuce than lhey otherwise could do. fl is un¬
doubtedly true llial tbe i>ersoiis living in ilie vicinity uf
such a furnacc would tie thus benefited But it wiil not
be tte.ued that a railroad of one hundred milt-n in length,
i*ru|>t rt> laid out, would be greatly more advantageous
even in this ftspact. The railroad would not only l>r
accessible to a gitater number of persons, by reason of its
length, but would also lead to markets less easily glutted
than the furnace. Ilailro&ds are, therfefote, nntlly re-
yarded by our people na the great stimulators 01 industry
and enterprise of all soils. Such is the extent of our
country and thadiversity of its production#, and so strong is
tlie desire of our people to be travelling from point to point,
that the energies of the community axe everywhere di-
recced to the Owning ol these highways of commerce and
travel We admit their importance ourselves, when we

here give l.irge bodies of the oublic laud* to facilitate
their construction Yes, sir, and at the very nine when
we are devoting the public money, or property, which is
the suroe thing, to such objects, we are guilty of the fully
of throwing obstacles in tbe way of individuals and Stales
who ate engaged in executing the work.-' On one day
we declare that railroads are such favoiites with us that
we make appropriations to secure their construction, and
on the next we sacrifice these our pioteget for the benefit
of a lew wealthy capitalists. 1 say a lew ; lor I do not
believe that there are a dozen establishments in all the
United States that ever have made, or are now dispose 1
to engage in the making of, ruilroqd iron.
The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Hampton] ad¬

mitted tlie other tlHy, in reply to a question put from the
other side of the House, that in bis own State, and in the
Immediate vicinity of these works, they were using for¬
eign iron lor their railroads. Those engaged in making
them, rather than purchase the domestic article, prefer
to pay the duty 011 the foreign and the cost ol importation,
amounting together to fifty-seven and a half per cent.
Great Hritain takes our cotton free ol duty, because by its
manufacture she gives employment to a large portion of
In-r population. By imposing high duties on it she might
benefit her E 1st India colton planters, but she has the sa¬

gacity to see that by such a proceeding she would lose
more than she could possibly gain. Why should we not
imitate her wisdom, and avail ourselves ol her cheap pro
duction of iron, so as, by means of railroads, to slnrni'ate
our American industry .' There is another principlebearing upon this view, of which the friends of protection
are constantly endeavoring to avail themselves. By the
proposition ol the gentleman fronu Pennsylvania, [Mr
Strono.] offered in Committee of the Whole the other'
day, certain articles now taxed were exempted from du¬
ties. The reason given lor this is, that those articles are
used by the manufacturers, and that they should be free
to enable them to obtain Ihem cheaply, so as to promote
the manufacturing interests. For a similar reason sheath¬
ing copper is required to be free of duly, because our ship¬
builder* use it for covering the bottoms of our Vessels.
They will not consent, therefore, that any duty should
be imposed on that article, for the benefit ot the Lake Su¬
perior unit other copper mines of the Union. In a word,
what the manufacturers and ship-builders use themselves
they desiie to get free upd cheap, because they say our

industry is thereby stimulated. Does not this principle
apply 111 an eminent degree to irou I It is an instrument
ol industry alike to trie farmer and to the mechanic, af¬
fording .10 both the implements necessary in their daily
occupations, and in the form of rails it constitutes tbe
thoroughfares of commerce and travel. Not less than a
million tons of iron are supposed to be annually con-
sullied in the United States. It the manufacturers could
attain the object they have in view ot raising the price
of the article >-'10 a ton above its present rate, they would
then by impose an annual tax oil the consumers of the
country ol ten millions of dollars IS'o tate of duties,
however, could in fact have produced any such etlect,
because throughout all tbe interior Slates there are es¬
tablishments alieady sufficiently protected (rotn foreign
competition, by ihe difficulties of transportation from
abroad,^vhich supply the common kinds of iron fordo-
mesne pubises at prices not affected in any way by our
duties. It is different, however, With railroad iron.al-
most all that is used being imported from abroad
Any additional duties on it would be so much at least ad
ded to Us price. The preposition of the gentleman from
Ohio, made at the lust session, to which I Lave already al¬
luded. adding as it did 100 percent, add itional duties to that
already existing on railroad iron, would have increased
so much the cost ot the iron necessary for the comple¬
tion of tbe two roads now 111 progress 111 North Carolina.
vi/. : the Central and the rela> uig of the Raleigh and (!as-
ton road.as to be equivalent to a direct tax on the State
of }|(X>,000. It would have fallen even more heavily
upon some other States and companies. It may be well,
too, Mr. Chairman, to remind genii -men that, prior to the
passage of the t;trilf of 1*1*, railroad iron had always
been admitted free of duty. Duting that period the north-
e;.stern State-m ide great progress with their roa Is It
seems hard that the southern and western Smiles, which
are struggling to effect objects so desirable to the whole
'country, should now have obstacles thrown in tbe way]
of their success. It is useless for gentlemea to pretend
that if we will submit to these burdens for a lime we
shall thereby, after s season, get the domestic at a lower
rate than the lorei^p article can he obtained. This argu-
anent is refuted and utterly demolished by the leading po-
sitions of the gentleman fiom Pennsylvania [Mr. Hamp¬
ton] himsrlf. He says that the main element 111 the pro¬
duction of iion is the labor bestowed on it. Unless,
therefore, his constituents are willing to work at less
wages than the English operatives do.that is, at less
than 20 or 3A cents a day.ihey cannot possibly make
iron at a lower rate than foreigners can do; bu1 they
not only exclaim agaiu»t tins, but it is avowed ihnt
they cannot consent to work tor less than a dollar per
day.
We are now brought, sir, to tbe solution of the real

evil uiiilet which the iron interest of Pennsylvania is

laboring, ll 18 suffering Iroin the effects of our former
excessive protectiun Having, in cousnjuenca of the
former hiKh duties, a species of mono|>oly, and possessing
in convenient situation* abundance of the raw material, tier
capitalists found the iron buslaeM exc«*iivaly profitable,
l'here was a great ruiih of capilaJ, tbereloie, in thin direc¬
tion The iron masters absorbed ail tlie labor that could
be obtained, either at foomeor by emigration from abroad,
for this business Their competition soon made the rate
of wu4(tN> extravagantly high. In tin* way, even if the
tariff of 1842 had nut been changed, she mMt soon, by
glutting the whole market, have had her progress
checked. Undoubtedly, the reduction of the duties down
to Jil |*t cent, ban contribu'ed to Ixing on thi* cusis
rather sooner. The same re*ult, however, could not
have been prevented at a later day, even if the duties had
been made prohibitory. The diminution of the profits of
tbe iron-ina*ters has obliged those having least advanta¬
ges to sus|iend business, because they rannot alf'ord to
pay the present rate of wages, and hence some opera-
Uvea are for a season thrown out of employment.
Such must continue to be the case, I fear, until wages

are lower. 1 need not Hay,nr, that 1 should rejoice not
only to *ee those engaged in th» iron bu*in«s* in Pennsyl¬
vania, but every laboring man throughout the United
States, receiving not merely one, but fen dollars per day.
This, however, cannot possibly be Those laborer* en¬

gaged in airiicultore in the southern and western States
are generally receiving less, perhaps, thsn fifty cents per
'day Are not the farmers as meritorious as the manufac¬
turers ? If so, why should we impose burden on (hem,
constituting as they Ho the vast majority of onr country¬
men, for the benefit of the few ' The real point in the
rase, Mr. Chairman, is simply this: The farmers of the
country on an average are not receiving filly cent* p«r day
lor their labor, snd we are asked to tax them in order
that the manufacturers of iron may be able to get one
dollar per day. Stripped of all humbug, this is the naked
proposition before us Will any one affirm its |ustic« ?
When they consent to receive only the same rate of wages
as the laborers of the Union generally obtain, they will
be employed. The gentlemen from Penns)Ivania inti¬
mates that they will not consent to this, and he asks how
we are to get along if the iron business of the country
should stop. But the gentleman might have gone further
and demanded, with additional emphasis, what is to be¬
come of us if the farmers of the country should cease to
mskegrain. If you were to tell a New Knglsnd farmer,
who is receiving seventy-five cents per bushel for hit
corn, that the price would be brought down to fifty cents,
ha would probably tell yon that lie would be ruined, and
would have to quit the business. Those in another part
of the country, who are accustomed to receive fifty cents
per bushel, would be equally alarmed st the prospect of
only getting twenty-five cents. Yet we know, sir, that
there are part* of the Union whcie corn is made and
sold at only ten cents oer bushel These people continue
the business because they cannot do as well at anything
else They prosecute their patient industry, and do not
raise a great hue and cry, and send swarms of lobby
members to induce us to lax other interests for their ben¬
efit. Nor is it anything to the pnrpoae to tell us thst
failures hare occurred there Th# same thing is con¬
stantly happening with merchants, fanner*, and other
classes. In fact, the higher the profits in any variety of
business, tba greater the rash to it of wild adventurers,
and the more numerous the failures Whj^ sir, if our
tariff was repealed entirely, it wotiM hanfly afle< t the ag¬
gregate amoant of iron made in the United Stafes A

poition of our population would still find it to be llirir
lull triil to Continue in the business, and would soon be
content with tin- mine rule of wages that lite lest of our

laborers are gelling It |g |>o»sihle that Penn»yivania
will, in tlwt event, bee some of lier operatives removing,
from tune to lime, to tile fresh an J fertile landti of the
Went She might not show an increase in her popula¬
tion iri the nekl ten years ol inure than thirty per cent
hul she would Mill continue to inciease as fa»t a> several
of the old Slates have been doing. The condition of
MaaracbiiCctts. as respects her cotton manufactures, re¬
sembles that ol Pennsylvania.
There hie been (here ail excessive accumulation ol

capital and lutior in Ibis and Some other branches of
business, and elm is now suffering from like causes Is
it not belter uisin llie whole that slie and Pennsylvania,
when their whole capacity for production is considered,
both agricultural and mtmufactui nig, should make up
their minds lu see a portion of their people emigrate,
ruther than atteiniH to detain them by high wages, which
can be maintained only by a highly artificial syatein.a
system, too, which imposed greater burdens on other cefc-
tiona than benefits 01 themselves? The competition ol
foreign fabric* is not the sole cause of the present sutler
ing of M issachusetts. The high price of the raw ma
leiial.coltoti.at Ihislluie is perhaps the main element of
her digress. There is another reason, however, which
ought not to be overlooked.i mean the growing com¬

petition ol the southern States. This is a cause which
i» rapidly becoming stronger, and which the legislation
of this government cannot materially check. 1 would
direct your attention to North Carolina, because 1 know
more about Iter and what shecontains I must first, how¬
ever, make a passing remark with reference to coal and
iron, lest it should he supposed that 1 am indifTerent to
the interests of Pennsylvania, became my own State lias
not simihr advantages. Iron ore is not only generally
and abundantly dillusid throughout the State, but she
has also two large deposites of coal. The lields of this
mineral, too, are fortunately deposited oil the two riveis,
mo»t easily rendered navigable of any in the State, and
emptying into the ocean within her own limits. The ex-
isteuce of the coal on Deep river has been known fur
half a century, bu' until recently it was not supposed
that it could be transported with facility to the markets of
the woild. The operations, however, of the Cape Fear
and Deep River Navigation Company have within (he
last twelve months rendered it certain that this coal can

easily and Cheaply be transported to the ocean. The
lield is extensive, and cannot be exhausted for centuries.
It contains in abundance the best varieties of highly
bituminous, semi-bituminous, and anthracite coal. Cap¬
italists froirl Massachusetts and New York, who have
recently acquired inteiests in the mines, assure me with
the utmost confidence that they will he able to mine
this coal arid transport it to tide-water at a cost of
less than one dollar per ton. It costs more than three
dollars per ton to transport the coals of Maryland
and Pennsylvania to the sea. The stream, with the locks
already nearly completed, is capable of conveying in
sleamboats several millions of tons annually. We ex¬

pect, therefore, to be able to supply with the best kinds
ot coal the cities of the Atlantic coast and the steamers of
the ocean. There are also in some places, lying immedi¬
ately above the coal, large deposites of rich iron ore. In
the production of irou, either free or slave labor can be
obtained at 10 to 50 cents per day. Tois labor, when em¬

ployed in raising coal and iron ore in the vicinity of Pitts-
tiurc, in Alleghany county, costs not less than one dollar
l>er day. Provisions, also, are abundant and cheap.
When, therefore, in llie case above stated, the labor em-

ployed in making a ton of iron in PeniiMylvania costs *15,
the same would cost with us only 50. We might,
therefore, when the Pennsylvania!!* were making noth-
nig, realize a profit of $22 prr ton.

1 do not, however, regard tile calculations of the gen-
tlemati from Pennsylvania [Mr. Hampton} as entirely
accurate. Still I have no doubt that we should be able
to produce iion cheaper than they are doing in his State
The iron, too, when thus made, could be transported to
the ocean for less than 81. per ton. It is obvious, there¬
fore, that our Stale might put forward a demand for high
protective duties with as much show of justice as Penn-
sy Ivama does. 1 trust, however, that her people will he
satisfied with the existing rates, highly protective as they
are. North Carolina has also not less than filly cotton
factories, most of which have !>ecn built within the last
four or five years. I think she is in advance of any of
the southern States in this hranch ol business. Whether
I inn right or not in entertaining this opinion, the returns
ol the late census, when completed, will decide. It is
believed by many that the South cannot comjiete success-

lully with the North in manufacturing, It being supposed
that we have not the capital to spare to such investments,
Let us look for a moment at the elements ol mnniilactur-
ing capital An important one is water-power; and
North Carolina ha-i more than enough of this to move all
the machinery now existing in the world. It may be
had, too, in most of the localities at a price merely nom¬

inal. Timber, stone, and all building materials, are also
equally cheap. North Carolina, though not a great cot¬
ton Slate, also produces five tunes as much, probably, as
she or any one southern State is now inuiut.'cturing
She can, too, obtain ea-ily an additional suppr' from
South Carolina, by means or three railroads connecting
her with that State. The cotton now produced by her is

cheaper, probably, by one cent in the pound, tnan the
same article at Charleston. It is aUo cheaper at Charles-
ton by three-fourths of a cent than in New England.
Our manufacturing establishments, therefore, can obtain
the raw material at nearly two cents in the oonnd cheaper
than the New Eugland establishments. Provisions are
also only half as dear with us. I^ibor is likewise, one
hundred |>er cent cheaper In the up|>er parts of the
"State the labor of either a free man or a slave, including
hoard, clothing, &ic , can be obtained for from $110 to
3120 per annum. It costs at least twice that sum lu New
England
The difference ill the cowl of female labor, whether

free or slave, is even greater. An we have now a popu¬
lation ot nearly one million, we might advance to a great
extent in manufacturing before we materially increased
the wages of labor. We have, therefore, all ihe elements
of manufacturing capital much cheaper than the North,
except the machinery, and this we should be able to obtain
at the same price There is a sufficient surplus capital
among us for its purchaae. Two yews since, our legis-
lature imposed a tax on money placed at interest, when¬
ever the individual had more than $1,000 above his own
indebtedness. It appeared that there Acre more than
it I.''>,000,000 so lent. If, as I think, it is probably true'
ttiat there is as much now outstanding in smaller sums,
there is not less than thirty millions of capital in this con-
dition. Much of this sum might at once be invested in

manufacturing. The other southern State* are doubtless
in a similar condition. Our southerners have abundance
of money to ex|>end for pur(to«eM of business or pleasure.
We shall, therelore. I thing, at no distant day, work up a

large, If not the greater, portion of our cotton into menu-
latlured fabrics Should thin opinion of mine be well
founded, it is obvious that no duties which we could im¬

pose would long enable the New Rngland factories to
sustain themselves in competition with a*. They would
find it their interest to go Into such finer fabrics a< we

would not produce for some time to coine, or into new

employments. I have no apprehension that a people no

intelligent, energetic, and enterprising as they are will
fail to find means of sustaining themselves in comfort
and prosperity.

If I object now to the imposition of high protective du¬
ties for their immediate benefit, it is because I regard such
a line of policy as adverse to the general interests of the
country. I admit the advantage of manufacturing estab¬
lishments to all classes of i»ersons in their vicinity, but
they must be such establishments as can sustain them¬
selves without the aid of heavy burdrnn imposed on other
interests Few |>er*ons appreciate the entire amount of
the burden which our system has imposed on the country.
This has arisen very much from the circumstance which I
formerly had occasion to ail vert to, that there had been a

great gradual decline in the prices of all manufactured
articles. This has prevented complaint among our peo¬
ple, because they did not know that tha reduction in the
prices of these articles has been even greater in other
countries than in our own. 1 have also thought that the
opponent* of the protective system erred in endeavoring
to represent it as a southern and northern question, there
by giving adventitious strength to the manufacturing in¬
terests. I'be northwestern State* suffer in the same man¬

ner, and to a similar extent with thoae of the South.
To make this manifest, let us look for a moment at

the practical operation of the system. Last year the gov¬
ernment received about forty million* in dnties Remem¬
ber that this sum, however, was paid by the importers
When they sold to the whulosale dealers they received
on their whole expenditure, including the duties paid, a

proflt of from seven to tea or more per e.ent. When the
wholesale merchant sold to the retail dealer he received
a similar profit. When the retail dealers sold to their
conaurnars. their customer*.thay added usually not laa*
than filly per neat. on the whole eoat to them It is ob¬
vious, therefore, that by the time these goods came to

the hands of the consumers of the country generally,
they were, in consequence of Ihe lorty millions paid to

the government, enhanced in value to the consomera to
the amount of at least seventy-five million* The mrtfe
remote the consumer from the point of importation, and

the greater the number oI lunula through vvh.tli the arli*
tie would li.m: to pus* to rtuch linn. the hi*hnr ihe per
eenlage, mi.I of comae the heavier the burden A* the
gpfernment actually called the »um stated, a isobviutt*
that !lie additional cost to the consumers must have oc¬
curred. This, however, is only* part ot the burden.
Ail the imposition ol liiese duties uiH*a*ed the price* of
the aiinles generally, a laig«r sum was paid for those of
domestic production. Kir txample, live-iAths of the
iron used in the United States aft- believed to be of do-
muhtic pioducliou only on< sixth of that used hamg im¬
ported Iroixi abroad. What is ihe pro|>oiiio(i w.th re¬
spect to goods generally cannot bu a^ceimined with
precision, but it is supposed to bu two or (litee limes
as much at lowl in value as the imparls There can
L< little doubt, therefore, that the amount pint to the
muuufactureis indirectly is vastly greater than Unit re-
ceived b) the government. Undoubtedly theie is some

compensation iu ihe beneA Is derived Iroin the existence
of the manufacturing istabliabirieuls, but this is limited
almost entnely to the immediate vicinity ol those lac¬
tones.
The great body of consumers in the western as well a*

in the southern Slates derive little or none oWhe ben¬
efit. ft costs them there nearly u much in the way of
tiurispoitiitioii from the domestic as it would do from
the foreign establishments. A« purchasers, therefore, it
is their interest to buy the article which ia cheapest in
market, without reference to the place of i'.s production.
Nor do they derive much, if any, advantage from the
home marfce'..its benetit teing confined to'those in the
immediate vicinity at the establishments. What comfort
is it to a farmer, who knovC* that be is paying loo much
for his iron,cotton,and woollen cloth.?, km other articles
of consumption, and who is receiving little; or nothing lor
his produce, to know that otiier fanners, who are living
five hundred or a thousand miles from liirn in the vicinity
of a manufacturing establishment, are getting good prices
for their produce I 1 repeat, sir, that I am desirous of!
seeing manufacturing establishments spring up through-
out the country, and I am gratified to see the extraordi-
nary progress made in that species of industry. The
Ninth has made a great mistake ill getting up the late
anti slavery agitation. Instead ol endeavoring to limit
slavery to the territory where it now exists, it they had
consulted their interests, they would have consented to
its extension even to the shores of the Pacific. I»y thus
allowing the slaves and their owners to be diffused over a

wide extent of country, they would have been kept em¬

ployed in agriculture, and the competition of their labor
would thereby have been escaped, and they would have
continued good customers. But by limiting them as to
tenitory, they will be driven, whether they will it or not,
into manufacturing for themselves. The conduct of the
North, while in my judgment a crime to us, was like
Napoleon's invasion of Spain.a blunder for them. What
they intended as an. injury, like many other seeming
evils, may prove in the end a benetit So wise and be¬
nevolent is the system ordained by Providence, that it
usually depends upon ourselves whether a particular oc-
curretice shall in its results be an evil or a blessing. In
the language of Burke, " our antagonist is our helper."
The energy which «'e have summoned to our aid to ena¬
ble us to resist a threatened danger will give us strength
for a forward movement. A great impulse has been
Hi veil to the southern mind within the last twelve month"
Much of this is due to the direction pur|K>sely given to
the debates of the lust session by some of the speakers.
While, therefore, I cannot too strongly denounce the acts
of the last session in relation to the -Mexican territory,
I do not nor have 1 ever pretended that they would be
followed by any great immediate practical injury to us

Undoubtedly depriving us of all share in the public terri¬
tory, and limiting slavery to the area it now occupies, is
the greatest injury, with reference to that interest, which
the government could |iossibly inflict on us, until it shall
have attacked the institution in the States themselves.
The other measures proposed by the abolitionists

are comparatively insignificant ill their ultimate practical
eflvc:s. do not pretend that this exclusion could be
claimed as a political victory by the free-soil or abolition
party. That party had staked itself on the passage of
a positive act of exclusion, viz the Wilmot Proviso, or
Jetfersonian ordinance. After a few weeks' discussion, it
whs driven from this ground, being defeated on a ilirept
vote. It then fell back on what was called the Pres¬
ident's plan, to wit the admission of territories as

free States. In this movement, after a long struggle,
they were frustrated and foiled tiy the dilatory motions
which the minority resorted to, and which it was seen
could and would be indefinitely prolonged It is true,
however, that the measures actually passed did in the'
end practically give them the exclusion of slavery
which they desired. This, however, was owing to the
action of southern men, who, by their votes, consented
that this section of the Union should be excluded What
I have a right to complain of is, that after the abolition
party stood thus defeated before the country, southern
men should have been willing to give them practically1
all the fruits of the victory It is said, however, that
the South saved its honor. So did the. Mexican army at
Monterey. But though it capitulated with the honors of
war, it surrendered up the citv, the object fot which the
battle was fought II we had been overpowered and de-
feated by this jiarty. I could better have borne their
seizing the fruits of the victory By giving up thus alii
the Mexican territory to them, in addition to that previ-
ously belli by the government and made free by acts of
Congress, we have put it in their power to call
to their aid, at a future dav, twenty or thirty additional
free Stales If we have found them troublesome now,
will they not be more formidable when thus strengthen¬
ed, should they be roused to another attack? It is tins
view of the future which has produced the deep dissatis¬
faction existing in the South Our people feel that the
outposts have been surrendered to our enemies, and that
courage and firmness can alone protect them. Even those
among u* who have defended or apologized for these
measures have tacitly acknowledged the peril to which
they subject us, by insisting that the North should be
held under the most rigid obligation not to renew the at¬
tack Colling themselves par excellence Union men, and
stigmatized by their opponents as submissioaists, they
have nevertheless found it necessary to lay down a

strong disunion platform I say a strong disunion
platform, because they have declared their purpose
to dissolve the Union upon issues and contingen¬
cies which no one.not even the most ultra.thought
of making a year ago. If the abolition party, encour-

aped, as it prol»ably will be, by these great acquisitions,
shall make another formidable movement against us,
it will most probably result in the overthrow of the
government and the disruption of the confederacy. I
do not apprehend, however, that they will be able to
succeed in abolishing ilavery. Two plans are enter¬
tained for effecting thi* object. The first is immediately
and directly by legislation to attack it in the States.
This mode has not now advocates enough to excite much
apprehension in the public mind. The other plan, by
which they expect to accomplish the same thing, at a

day not far distant in a nation'* progress, is the lollow-
ing They say that the slaves of the eountty, being con¬
fined to the States where they are now held, will so in¬
crease in numbers in connexion with the multiplication
of the w hite race, that their labor will become unprofit¬
able, not yielding more than enough for their bare sub¬
sistence, and that then owners will find it advantageous
to abandon them as property, and allow them to go free.
Th«y do not slop to calculate how vast will be the mis¬
ery inflicted by thus crowding together our population
VVhen the pressure has become so great that the labor of
the slaves will no longer support them, what will be the
condition of the free laborers under the same rate of
wages' To carry out their fanatical and wicked objects
they are perfectly willing to place the whole southern
country in a condition of indescribable misery.
The northern anti-slavery men express the desire that

they should then be amalgamated with the white race

The southern men who maintain this hypothesis are de¬
sirous of colonizing them abroad. As nobody pretends
that we arc able to send off the numbers we now have,
I do not think it worth while to enter into an argument
to show that, when greatly increased in numbers, they
cannot be thus gotten away with more facility. How¬
ever benevolent the scheme, I have never regarded it as

sufficiently plausible to merit attack. But when is it
likely that tne liberation itself in this mode will occur .'
A distinguished statesman, whose declarations have great
weight with many of our citiccns, is represented in the
ncws|ia|iers recently to have expressed the opinion, at a

meeting held in this city, that when the number of slaves
in the United States shall have become three or four
times as great as it now is, the contingency will
happen, and that they will become free by the voluntary
act of their owners. As the slaves have been doubling
their numbers in a little more than twenty-five years,
that condition of things might be expected to be arrived
at in the next fifty years. In that time the population of
the slaveholding Statea might amount to nearly forty
million*, of which nearly one-third would be slaves
rhose Statea embrace together an area of nearly 900.000
square milee A population of forty millions, diffused
over them, need not he more dense than that of Ken¬
tucky now is. It might go up to more than fifty millions
before it became as ilenae as that of the Stale of Mary¬
land In these States slave labor is not so unprofitable
that its owners are wilting voluntarily to give it up, or

even to take the lnuli prices which il commands further
.vjuth. N el llii ee Stales are not supposed to be remarka¬
bly <t l&ptcd to the tillable gne of slave labor, 1101 MIC
they a* a whole above the average fertility of the elave-
holtJ log Stales. Not only, they able permanently
la maintain then present population, but nobody, I think,iloubU but whit it mijht be greatly increased, without a
material change in their condition or prosperity. Is there
any umi lo apprehend that the southern State* ate in¬
capable, as a whole, of sustaining a population propor-
tionally a-i urea', or even much gieater ! It in the opin¬
ion ol a lneiid ol Kline on the other side of the House
from Mi«»i»>ij>iii, [Ml. Thompson,] that iu a vinale MM
in the river of the same name there l* a body of huttl yet
untiinched sufficiently extensive and fertile to employ
profitably ill tlie culture of cotton all the slaves now ex¬
isting in the State ol Virginia That our poi>ulation
wool 1, i'i time, become too dense for a comfortable ex¬
istence, 1 do not question , but tlie period must be longer
than that supposed, llefoietbut time has arrived possi¬
bly the slave* may, in the opinion of some, disappear in
another mode.

Hut does any man imaging that we shall not acquireadditional territory in much less than fifty years I Why,Mexico even now seeum to be on the eve of falling to
PtOcea. 1 should not he surprised at any time louees
lliat the adventurous gold hunters now in California had
orgauiztd an ex|>edilion and seized upon the Mexican
piovinces iinmedialely south of tbein. When Texas is
tilled up by our emigrants, they cannot be prevented from
pinning tl e liio Grande and revolutionizing the neighbor¬
ing provimsn< They are destined to be occupied by aw
slaveholding populaiiifli. It will fill up all the country
au.und the Gulf, including the penintmlaof Yucatan,
and perhaps the northern portion of the South American
continent. This stale of things will be likely to occur
even before our interest requires it. That whether il be
desirable or not.there is no power on this continent to
prevent it. Mexico is altogether too feeble. This gov¬
ernment itself cannot do it. It had as well attempt to
cui b the w ives ol the ocean. I say boldly that if the
government makes the effort, it will itself perish in the
attempt. As soon as we leel the actual want of additional
territory, we l hall occupy it, either with or without the
aid ot this government. Our right to take it will be
neither better nor worse than that by which we
have diiven back the original Indian population,
liven now we aie strong enough to take care of
ourselves against any forces that can be brought to
hear upon us, and we shall he getting relatively
stronger for some time to come. Sir, the returns of the
census for the past year will present a condition of
things not anticipated by many persons. Within the
last ten) ears some two millions of foreigners have ar¬
rival in this country. They have almost all become
residents of the northern States. They, of themeelvee,
were sufficient lo have tiivcn the North more than twenty
additional members of Congress under the new apportion¬
ment. But, in point of fact, if you except the two mem¬
bers she gets by the admission of California, she will
itain nothing, or at most but two or three members.
Notwithstanding, therefore, this great advantage, as well
as others which the North has had, tlie South will
nevertheless very nearly, if not quite, hold her relative
strength. This is due to the fact that our people, being
mostly agriculturists, enjoy more of the comforts ot
life, und arc increasing in numbers faster from natural
causes. The condition of society at the North ia leas
favorable to this progress because of the numbers en¬
gaged in manufacturing, and as servants to the wealthy,
who are without domicile, and who are frequently re¬
duced to pauperism.

Tlie next decade will show a large increase in our
southern population. We are now nearly ten million*,
and there is no body of people of the same number upon
earth better ahle to defend itself against attack. Slavery,
instead of being an element of weakness, is one of pos¬
itive strength. The amount of force which any nation
can keep in the field in time of war depends not merely
on the number of its men, but also on the amount of its
production. Few countries, if any, can sustain perma¬
nently in the field more than one-sixth of their adult
male population. We have a population intelligent, en¬

terprising, high-spirited, and brave, and ever ready to
emba[k in military expeditions.

It is due to truth to stale, that from the formation of
the government down to the present time, in all our wars,
the South ha«, iu proportion to its population, aent into
the held a larger number of soldiers than the North.
Nor have those men in battle, either where the enow* of
Canada lie, or under tbe tropical sun of Mexico, exhib¬
ited any such want of courage or conduct as to joatify
this government in branding lliem as inferior to the men
af the northern section, or in depriving them of their
pro|ier share of the benefits of the constitution.
Our population is large enough to supply any call that

could he made on it lor soldiers, and still leave at hone
a sufficient number for industrial occupations. We must
have nearly one million ol freemen capable of bearing
arms. Our slave population, too,'because it is all con¬
stantly employed in labor, produces probably more than
the same number of free men in any part of the Union,
because a large portion of the free are unemployed
during-much, it not the whole, of their time. No aane
man can imagine that we need have serions fears of
an attack from either the northern States or any for¬
eign |>ower When our numbers are swelled to thirty
or fifty millions, will we be relatively less able ? Sir, we
shall nave the power to take possession, and hold aa
much of the American continent as is necessary for out
comfortable existence. If this government shall take
position against our progress, it will be overthrown,
(.reat as are its powers, they are not sufficient to enable
it thus to destroy us. Whether it shall continue to exist
or not, he who lives longest among us will see the aouth¬
en* States

"S'.ill frrn and beautiful, and far
Alool from desolation."

But.thi* government was created to wage no such war
against u*. It was made by tlie State* for their proter-
ti. >11 anil that of their existing institutions. They intend¬
ed to invest it with no power* to destroy their existing
statu of socK-ty, or to foment revolutions among their in¬
habitants. Should it, by abandoning its original par-
poses, be instigated to such attempts by any process,
whether sudden or slow, then I say, down with tne gov¬
ernment ! One of my strongest grounds of objection to
the action of the last session was that 1 regarded it u i

great disunion movement. There is reason to fear that
the additional strength given the free State* may at a fu¬
ture day embolden them to make an attempt upon ua
which will result in the overthrow of the government,
it is apprehension of this which |Mtinfully affect* the
minds of the southern |ieople. They are apprehenaive
of injury from no government upon earth axc«|>t
their own, which should he their protector. The action
here has filled their minds with alarm. If any one could
satisfy them that they would receive no injury from this
quarter, he would dinuse general joy among them.
One great benefit, Mr. Chairman, has resulted from the

late slavery agitation. Heretofore our people had been
accustomed to think of the Union with a sort of religious
reverence. They were disposed to idolize the work of
their own hands Hut all superstitions are degrading aad
debasing in their effects I rejoice that our people nave

been liberated from its influences. The agitation bare
and the discussions attendant on it have produced a great
revolution in the sentiments of our population. They had
been accustomed to rest in thought on the idea of the
Union as the ark ol safety; but they have been aroused
from the delusion. One of our citizen*.Mr. Stavana.
while travelling in Central America, experienced there the
shock of a violent earthquake. Me declared that it had pro¬
duced a greut, permanent revolution in hi* faclinga in
one reject i ill then, he said, he hadtaen accustomed,
when upon the surface of the earth, to faal aacura, and
that he rested on a foundation firm and stable. But ever
afterwards he could only think of the solid (lobe itself a*
a frail, tremulous thing, ready to give way under him at
any moment The shock of an earthquake haa paaaad
under the minds of our people, and they no longer rest
on the Union as the solid rock of safety. I rejoice that
it is *o. 1 wish to see them bold, self-relying, and con¬
fident of being able, with the favor of Providence, to

guard their liberties and preserve their happiness. It
will be long before confidence, that "plant of slow
growth," will flourish again. liather let them realise
tile great truth, that "eternal vigilance" i* the price of

liberty They have met, too, with it* merited scorn, and
trampled under their feet the doctrine of slavish subacr-
viency to the government of their own creation. Certain
profe*sed national organ* and orator* have preachad da-
votion to the Union in any event, and under all cirenm-
stances A baser sentiment never fell from the lipa of
mortal man. It is substantially the same with the doc*
trine of passive obedience and non-resistance, which
brought the bead of Charles the First to the block. SlBOe
then no Englishman ha* had the gfTrontery to avow such
opinions. lis only supporter* in this country formerly ware
the tone* of the revolution Those who havapreachad
the doctrine in onr day will only find their fallowaamong
the palace slave* of Asiatic despotism Their proper po
sitlon is below everything that I'rovidenea has created,
when in it* natural stale Kven the meanest reptile*
struggle upward against the oppressor. The American
people ju;tly regard these individuals a* degraded below
the rest of animated nature


